Hamilton Township
Tennis Guidelines
Philosophy:
The tennis courts are owned by the homeowner’s (through the homeowner’s association) for the homeowner’s use and enjoyment.  These guidelines are in place to regulate the use of the courts for leisure and competitive play.
Tennis Committee:

The Tennis Chairperson is appointed by the Board of Directors of the Homeowner’s Association to regulate the use of the tennis facility and make recommendations regarding its use to the Board.  Committee members are made up of one tennis team representative (must be a Hamilton Township resident) from each approved tennis team.  Each year, no later than January 30, the Committee will appoint a new chairperson, who may only serve 2 consecutive terms.  Unless no one fills the position then it will default to the Board of Directors to fill the Chairperson role.  It shall be the responsibility of the Tennis Committee to handle all court reservations for tennis practices and team play times.  It shall further be the responsibility of the Tennis Committee to communicate with the Board of Directors for the HOA any issues that may arise or any need for materials for the tennis courts or maintenance. The Board of Directors will have final say in any tennis matters should the Committee not come to a consensus.   
Tennis Rules:

· Non-residents are NOT allowed to use Hamilton Township tennis courts unless accompanied by a Hamilton Township resident.  Courts are to be used by Hamilton Township teams with prior approval by the Tennis Committee.

· Tennis is the only activity permitted on the Waterhouse courts.
· Tennis and Pickleball are the only activities permitted on the Winborn courts.
· No pets are permitted on the courts.
· Proper tennis footwear must be worn while on the courts. Any equipment that marks or damages the playing surface is prohibited (including, but not limited to, black-bottom sneakers, roller blades, roller skates, skateboards, razors, bicycles, etc.) 

· Court reservations are to be made through the Hamilton Township website by Hamilton Township residents only.  When making reservations, indicate how many courts, location and purpose (i.e. last name of person making reservations, #of courts, location-Winborn/Waterhouse and purpose-match/lessons etc.).  
If there is a reservation that conflicts with your court needs, you must make contact with that individual/team prior to any changes being made on the online HT tennis calendar.  Once contact has been made and any issue resolved, please inform the Tennis Coordinator so that the online calendar may be corrected.  
PLEASE  NOTE: All USTA/ALTA team match reservations of courts during appropriate tennis seasons will take precedence over all other scheduled court time during the regularly scheduled time of play. Any conflict on the calendar for that current season will be addressed by the team captains as referenced above.  
If makeup up matches are to be made by any USTA/ALTA team, the team must follow the general rules for booking courts.  If conflicts arise and cannot be resolved, the tennis coordinator will make a decision to manage the reservations at the sole discretion of the tennis coordinator.
· Hamilton Township teams may book the three Waterhouse Courts for matches during the USTA/ALTA season.  Winborn Courts are fully sanctioned courts for ALTA play.  If those courts are designated as the home facility for a team then both Winborn Courts may be booked during the league designated times.
· Hamilton Township residents may hold private or semi-private lessons (consisting of 8 people or less) for up to 2 hours of court time, limited to a maximum of 1 court, for a maximum of 30 days in advance.  Any court time scheduled for longer than those timeframes will be amended appropriately by the Tennis Coordinator.
· Hamilton Township Team lessons may be reserved for up to 2 hours of court time, limited to a maximum of 2 courts, for a maximum 30 days in advance.  Any court time scheduled for longer than those timeframes will be amended appropriately by the Tennis Coordinator.
· Group lessons/drills (5 or more people) that are held at Hamilton Township courts, need prior approval by the Tennis Committee and must be open to all residents of Hamilton Township.  Residents should be notified in advance via the Google Groups Email. Courts may be reserved for up to 2 hours of court time, limited to a maximum of 2 courts, for a maximum 30 days in advance.  Any court time scheduled for longer than those timeframes will be amended appropriately by the Tennis Coordinator.  Any open group lessons/drills will require the instructor of such event to have and maintain liability insurance and must be provided to the HT Board of Directors for approval prior to using said courts for Tennis lessons/drills.
· Any single court reservation cannot be longer than 3 hours.
· Court lights will be turned off at 10:30 PM.  The last player on the court at night is responsible for turning off the lights.
· Order of Priority when a conflict for use of the Tennis courts arises:

1) Official USTA/ALTA Team tennis matches shall have first priority use of the Tennis courts during regularly scheduled play times; matches played outside of the regularly scheduled play times (early or make-ups) will follow the regular residence use rules; 

2) Resident use shall have second priority to use the tennis courts based on a first come, first use basis (private use, non-ALTA/USTA league matches, pickleball, USTA/ALTA team practices and lessons, group lessons/drills) 

Tennis Team Rules:
Teams

· Hamilton Township can support up to a total of twelve (12) adult ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM.   Hamilton Township can support up to a total of six (6) junior ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM.
· Hamilton Township teams must be comprised of at least 75% Hamilton Township residents.  If the percentage of non-resident is >25% then you must seek approval from the tennis coordinator.
· Residents of Hamilton Township must be current on all Homeowner Association Dues to be eligible to use the Tennis Courts or participate on any of the USTA/ALTA teams.  

· Anyone wishing to start a new ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM must contact the tennis coordinator prior to the ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM registration process to determine availability of adding a new team.  
· Once approval has been given by the tennis coordinator to form a new team, the residents of Hamilton Township should be given the first opportunity to join the new team if they are able to compete on the anticipated level of that team.  At Least 15 days prior to the start of any season, the Tennis Committee shall send out an open email via the Hamilton Townships Board of Director’s notices, an invitation for Residents to join.  Residents should be given 15 calendar days to express an interest in the new team. Residents shall take precedence over any non-resident for Team membership regardless of whether a non-resident is a returning member of the team.  If after the 15 days have been given to the residents and the new team are not able to meet the 50% resident requirement, the new team can add non-residents to fill the roster.  Non-residents are responsible for paying the non-resident fee.
· A team cannot be forced by a resident to remove any non-resident player(s) once rosters for the season have been submitted.  Residents may replace non-resident players once a season is concluded.
· When enough teams exist that no more teams can be formed under ALTA/USTA/OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM/”other” rules; teams with the highest percentage of Hamilton Township residents will have priority over teams with less residents.  New team(s) must submit rosters to the Tennis Committee for consideration two months prior to the season.

Non-Resident Fee

· Non-resident adult ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM members must pay a $25.00 non-resident fee for each ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM season to be eligible to play on a Hamilton Township team. A $15.00 fee is required for each non- resident junior player per ALTA/USTA OR OTHER APPROVED ORGANIZED TEAM season.  The Captain of each team is responsible for collecting this fee from non-residents and forwarding to the HT HOA Management company prior to the start of the season.  Additionally, Team Captains shall submit to the Board of Directors and the Management company a copy of the Team roster (including any alternates) showing the participant’s names, address and confirmation of payment if a non-resident team member.  Failure to pay the fees prior to the start of the season will disqualify the non-resident team member from playing on a Hamilton Township Team, until such time that payment has been made to the Tennis Coordinator.
· All non-resident fees will be held into an account by the Hamilton Township Homeowners Association for future use on maintenance and improvements of the tennis facilities.  The Tennis Committee will make recommendations regarding the spending of these funds with final approval by the Board.  These funds will be used specifically for tennis assets.  
Captain

· Captain and Co-Captain must be a resident of Hamilton Township.

· All teams have the right to vote on Captain/Co-Captain for the next season.
· Captain and/or Co-Captain are responsible for reporting any necessary tennis court repairs to the tennis committee.
· Captains shall serve on the Tennis Committee.  Should a captain be captain of more than one team, the captain will only have one vote on the Tennis Committee.  
· Captain is responsible for collecting non-resident fees prior to each season.  The non-resident fees along with team rosters are to be filed with the tennis committee prior to the start of the season.  For any additional non-resident added to the roster after the initial submission, the Captain is responsible for collecting the non-resident fee and updating the team roster with the tennis committee.
· Captain or co-captain shall be responsible for ensuring the courts and bathrooms are closed and locked properly upon completion of use during a regulated tennis practice or match. The captain and/or the co-captain have a responsibility to ensure that the general areas used during match play are clean when the match has been completed.  All additional items left should be put into the lost and found or disposed of properly.
Any questions or comments concerning the Tennis Guidelines should be directed to the Tennis Committee or the Board of Directors.  These Guidelines may be reviewed, as needed, by the Hamilton Township Board of Directors.
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